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warning appeal to them to stop the riots that had broken out
on the occasion of the visit of the Prince of Wales to that city.
The fast of September 1932 was undertaken by him "to sting
Hindu conscience to right religious action" and to pit his own
life against the efforts of the British Government to separate the
depressed classes from the caste Hindus by giving the former
separate electorates and thus ensuring their "bondage in perpe-
tuity".99 The Calcutta fast (September 1947) was an appeal to
Hindus and Muslims to stop communal violence and live in
peace. It was meant "to activize the better, peace-loving and wise
elements in society, to rescue them from mental sluggishness and
make goodness active." His last fast (January 1948) at Delhi
was for the protection of the Muslim minority in India and the
establishment of communal harmony. "My fast," he observed,
"is against no one party, group or individual exclusively and
yet it excludes nobody. It is addressed to the conscience of all,
even the majority community in the other Dominion." He called
it his greatest fast and said, "It will end when and if I am satis-
fied that there is a reunion of hearts of all the communities
brought about without any outside pressure, and from an
awakened sense of duty."100
Though Gandhiji holds that satyagraha in the form of
fasting cannot be undertaken against an opponent, this general
principle admits of exceptions. He himself fasted at least thrice
against the British Government and once he warned the
Government against a fast. On December 2, 1932, while a
prisoner, he went on a sympathetic fast to lend support to
Shri Patwardhan's demand for scavenging work in jail.101 On
August 15, 1933, Gandhiji again started fasting against tlie
Government. He was a civil disobedience prisoner and, as a
99 His statement to the Press, dated Sept. 21, 1932. This fast of his no
doubt succeeded in attaining its immediate objective as well as in raising
a ferment in Hindu society. But it induced some of the Harijan leaders to
consent to the giving up of separate electorates against their will.
100  H.} Sept. 14, 1947, p. 324; Jan. 18, 1948, p. 514; Bapu's Letters to
Mira, p. 385.
101  Shri Patwardhan was a satyagrahi prisoner fasting to enforce  his
demand. The request had been previously rejected by the Government as
the jail rules forbade scavenging work being given to caste Hindus. But it
was conceded soon after Gandhiji's fast began.